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Canadxan business Bobern

' Manina. told The Denver ns; Sat-

. urday that he doubts the Central
Intelhgence‘Agency was responsi-
ble for the fire'and explosion that
destroyed his sports car in Canada
in May 1979.

Interest in the car’s destruction
was sparked in Colorado last week
when' prosecutors. infthe Eugene
Tafoya case in Fort<Collins re-
‘leased a transcript involving a con-
versation between a‘man believed
"to be-Tafoya and someone named
“Jim.” During the conversation,
the-man believed to be Tafoya re-
fers to-a bombing in the Kitchener-
Waterldo area of Canada on the
“27th” of some unspecified month.

At about 2 a.m. on May 28, 1979,
Manina’s late-model Jaguar was
blown- up in+the dnveway in
Kitchener.

The ible significance is that

Tatoyap%scscused of -attemptinig 10
kill Libyan dissident Faisal Zagal-
1ai in Fort Collins in October 1980,
has said he went to Zagallai's]
apartment at tk,ef request of the
CIA. .

Manina confirmed méthe mter-
view with The Post that his firm
had sold sophisticated surveillance
equipment to-Libya, whose govern
ment the United States

A former Green- Beret, Tafoy
‘contends he shot Zagallai in self<
defense. Prosecutors allege the.as-
‘sault was.an attempted. assassina-
tion performedsfor the Lfnyan gov-
ernment..: <~ oy
. In the»trana:xpt :eleased by Fort
-Collins authoritiesy™ Jim” tells the
man identified -as . Tafoya that
there is some skepticism. about
whether . the *“job up north” was

that he felt the CIA ‘might have

carred out and something ‘‘tang- |

‘thought the CIA was bemnd the de-
struction of thecar.¥’ N
v ,._J.AWL r‘ Ve i m;w‘j

‘ble” is needed to prove the missmn
was carried out."

At one point, the voice prosecu-
tors believe is Tafoya’s says on the.
tape:*“Well, my counterpart was
there; but, as a matter of fact, we-,
both, I laid the charges, the charge
and I fired that sucker up.” -

Manina, while saying he dxdn’t

'mmk'*the CIA was responsible for

blowing up his car, confirmed that
he had been approached by former
CIA agent Edwin P. Wilson, who ;
wanted Manina’s firm to do busi-
ness with the Libyan government. °
Manina's firm later sold the eqmp-
ment to the Libyans. ,

Wilson subsequently fell out: otj

»

favor with the CIA and has been
accused by a grand jury of illegally
shipping explosives’ to- Libya ‘as i
part of a scheme to train terrorists |
there, St

- On Friday, ‘Manina’s - formet“
next-door nelghbor in Kitchener,
accountant William Pernfuss, said
Manina told him that he thought:
the destruction of-his Jaguar XKE '
might have been a“‘warning” from
the CIA, \, resulting from his busn l

ness dealmgs with leya
- Pernfuss told The Post that-

" Manina traveled extensively to Ire-
‘land and Libya on behalf of his -
: then-employer Leigh Instruments ;business transactions with the Lib
‘Ltd.,} headquartered in. Ot.tawa, 4¥yans and that the equipment sald

Canada i

Manina‘was a wce presndent and i
general manager of the Leigh ,:;,

plant located® in me Kitchener-
Waterlooarea. .«
" Pernfuss said Mamna told him

been involved in the destruction-of
his-'‘car because *‘we are:manufac- |
turing very: sophisticated surveil-
lance equipment and it is being
sold to Libya, and Libya and thg
U.S. are not the best of frien i
But Manina;.in a-trans- At.lanhc
phone ‘conversation Saturday, |
strongly denied. telnng Pernfuss he

L

. “keep his mouth shut.™ S
1. The accountant said his nenghbor |

v 7 v

“I don't know where the ne? he
(Pernfuss) dreamed that w). I
have no reason to suspect the CIA. |
I don’t think the CIA would blow up :
a car in a driveway,” ke said. E

Pernfuss said that after the ex-1
plosion — the force of Wwhich he
said nearly blew him and his wife
out of Lheu-.bed — Manina, an elec-
tronic enginger, toid him 'y of
strange events at the high- aecumy
Leigh plant, which invoived break-
.ins in which nothing was taken.
The break-ins occurred before the.

Jaguar fire. :

Pernfuss said Mamna told him
that the pohce were brought in to
investigate.” He said Mahina told

police resulted:in their teling him
- (Maninay the¥case was closed, !
“don’t ask any“questions” and-to

concluded that the Leigh factory
break-ins sounded like they might
be conducted by U.S. authorities.

Manina said he recalled no
break-ins in. the Lelgh plant in
Kitchener. The only incident he
could recall, fie said, was in August
or Septembe 977 when the mana-
ger of a pizz3 parlor across the
street' fromw the Leigh plant told
him he had*seén two'men lurking
around - about rmdmght peering
into his ofice — where he was stxll
‘working — with binoculars, -

He said the epxsode was feport-
" ed ta local police: %, . -

Manina, who says He left Len,h.’
in 1980 and is now retired, stressed
there was nothing 'devious”in the

ito the.Libyans was covered - ‘by.a
Canadian exporbhcense Ay

. He declined Lo say what equip-
CONTINUESR)]
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ment was sold and what Libyan
agency took delivery. He simply
said it was delivered to a “‘a civil-
lan agency of. the,(}.xbyan) govern-
ment.”

Manina stressed ‘that his role,
and that of his fqrmer employer,
with the beyan.ﬁ'gand Wilson was
“strictly businessif

Manina said Kiichener Fire De-
- ‘partment investigators had led him
to believe vandals probably were
responsmle for_blowing up his' éar
and that “no one really suspected
foul play ” ﬁi ?}f!¢ oo
. Manina’s wifeiElma connrmed
one detail supplied' by Pernfuss.
She said that the afternoon before
the explosion:a neighbor who lived
. -across the street from the Maninas
1. received a phonescall from-a. per-
son asking whether the<'home
* across. the streetrthat had the Jag-
- uar parked outsiie-belonged to Bob

- Kitchener, Ont. Fire Department,

Manina. The neighbor answered
affirmatively and the caller
abruptly hung up. .

Jerry Beckner, chief of the [lire
prevention bureau of the

said Saturday.night that he clearly
remembered -the event, whxch he
investigated. > . .

He said the ﬁre stuek out in his
mind because it involved a dark-
colored Jaguar sitting in the mid-
dle of a driveway. Beckner said he
remembered the cause of the fire
was listed as. “undetermmed of
suspncxous nature

Asked whether fire mvesugators :

recovered . a- box of matches,
Beckner said: “We did find some-
thing, and we did .find. something,
stuck in the (gas) tank.”
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